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the terms of the peace settlement with Scotland, negotiated by Mortimer and
his mother. It was a " shameful peace : " the claims over Scotland were
surrendered; the king's sister Joan was to be married to David, the son of
Robert Bruce, there was to be a perpetual alliance between the two kingdoms.
These terms were confirmed by a parliament which met at Northampton in
April; and they were greeted by the people of the kingdom with a howl of rage
against Mortimer and the queen. Lancaster was the one man whom both
feared : he was disinterested and uncorruptible ; and he was determined to do
his best for the young king. But Mortimer and Isabella denied him access
to his sovereign, and that rendered him impotent. Nevertheless Lancaster was
not the man to submit to such treatment without a struggle, and supported
by the king's half-uncles, Earl Edmund of Kent and Thomas, Earl of Norfolk,
he openly opposed Mortimer. Archbishop Mepham of Canterbury intervened,
and a reconciliation was effected before the quarrel had involved the country in
another civil war.

Mortimer was a cunning man and Isabella an unscrupulous woman, and
together they planned to disrupt the opposition arrayed against them. They
ensnared Kent into treason, and put him to death with the king's knowledge
(March 1330). But they had reckoned without Edward: made conscious of
his manhood by the birth of the future Black Prince in June 1330, and tired
of the tutelage imposed upon him by Mortimer and Isabella, he resolved to
assert himself, and he seized them as they slept together in Nottingham Castle
.(November). Mortimer was summarily tried and executed: the queen was
placed under restraint in Castle Rising in Norfolk. Edward was no longer a
puppet king.

Robert Bruce had died in the previous year : his heir was the boy David II.,
in whose name a regency governed the northern kingdom. It was unthinkable
that England should accept as final the peace terms agreed upon at Northampton,
but Edward himself was a stickler for legality, and he was determined not to
provoke a war against the Scots until he was convinced that he had right on his
side. Fortune favoured him when, contrary to the conditions laid down in
the peace treaty, the regency government refused to restore the Scottish estates
of those barons who had supported the English cause. Although he would
not openly assist the " Disinherited," as they were called, he nevertheless
was aware of their plan to invade Scotland, and secretly encouraged them.
The invaders were everywhere successful; they defeated the Regent Mar at
Dupplin Muir, captured Perth, and elected Edward Baliol king (1332). Here
was Edward's opportunity to abrogate the treaty : he claimed that the change
of dynasty in Scotland created an entirely new situation, and Edward Baliol
promptly recognised the English king as his overlord. But the Scots had no
liking for English domination; they rose against Baliol, and sent him flying for